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one with the other, that both were the 
Operations of a good God. But this 
Inſtance! of his curſing the Figtree in this 
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_ Glory of his other Miracles, It is in its on 
Nature of ſuch a malevolent Aſpect, that 
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queſtion vhether there might not be ſomt 
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ſons ſhould proceed from his Mouth, to 
tlie Deſtruction of another Man's — 
and inoffenſive Tree, is hat none upos 
a Earth can account for. 8 | 
Our Divines, | one or other: of. them, 
1er publiſfi d ſeveral notable Notions a- 
bout Miracles, and have laid down good 
Rules to diſtingniſh. true from/falſe ones, 
but none of them, as far as I perteive, 
have taken any Pains to ſhem the Con- 
fſtence of Jeſus's Miracles to their own 
Rules and Notions. Mr. Chandler, (who 
as the Archbiſhop ®) _ has rightly. 
N Ws N 1 FE e pere 
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(13) 


be Rules of ju 
| ate perform d, ſays, (9) That the Things 


ded to he dont, are to he ſuch, as that 


its conſiſtent with the Perfectionr of God 


to intereſt himſelf in; and again, they muſt 


be 3 as anſwer to the Character of God 


4 4 good and gracious Being; and again, 


It ſtemt rea ſonableito believe, that 2wbenever 


ide firſt and beſt of Beings is ' pleaſed to fend. 


an extraordinary Meſſenger with' a Revelas 


tion of bis Will, be wil Fur urniſb bim with 


ſuob Proofs © his Miſſion; 88. may di 
8 oer of bim in whoſe: News 


he comes, but bis Love to Mankind, and bis Þ 
Inclination to do them good. I have no Diſs. 
like to theſe Notions of te, els ' 


but as it is not to be queſtioned,” that 
(and the Archbiſhop too) had this Mira- 
cle of 7 


ſome others, as of bis boi ſtenant VIE 
the Buyers and\Sollprs out . Tem 


of bir ſending the Dn, into the 


forthe Uſe of Men, who had "before "well 


learned Writers in Theol. 0 
to have their Wits about 


. . of the Chrigjas Religion, E * 


"are ſuf poſed 


2 


aging by whom Miracles 


eſus's curſing the Figtree, and 
of Swift ;, of bis turning Water into Wine N 


eri, Ke. in his View, When be ge 
forth the foreſaid Rules; (for acute and 


) ſo it 
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Jau the Figtree dip d 
_ which. was TY the Day (17)-after 
the Curſe was utter'd; ſo that there — 


* to be Hof pdz aut ths or the Arcbbiſkeptwill | 


ſoon publiſh ſomewhat ta irevoneile: cheſe 
Miracles of Feſus to their own Notions; 
tho; don't 8 it Wer latter Lam: 


nat. 2 


| abc ot all, it my be wetioned; = 
Hifi 0 f 


ſhould: go about it, whether this 
Work of Feſus was miraculous ;.and.whes 


ther, there was not more of the Craft of 
Man, than of the Power of God in it; 
or to uſe Mr. Chandler's. (10) Words; 
Whether it don't loał lit the little Trick 
and t eunning Deceits, of Impoſtors,' St. Mar- 
2 78 — preſently the Figrree withered 


I but this a fer ſently is an indetermiʒ 
Phy 2ine,: and may be underſtood: of ix 
Jay, or a Week or two, as Well as of the 
Moment in which theſe Words were ſpo- 
ken; Ler no! Fruit grote on ther hence, or- 


: word! for-over.. St. Mark 7275 that in the 


rn af the _ iſciples pa ed by. ther 


up: from the Roots, 


certainly four and twenty -Hovrs, for its 


withering; and if it is ſaid that the Tre 


4% % up! fran che Roste, it does vot mei 
that the Trunz of it periſh'd, or was re: 


(19) 11% © (a1): Quod ay ry riderion ga 
duc'd 


puill 4 beum. nerd in an 


"97 


dud to nothing; but only that the alien 


Leaves of the Whole, and of every Part of 
it, Where in 2 withering Condition. And 
might not all this be done without a Mira- 
cle? What if Fews and-{njidels ſhould fay, 
_ that Feſus, being minded to impoſe on his 
Diſciples and Followers, took a ſecret Op- 
Portunity beforehand to lay his Carpen- 
ter's Axe to the Root of this Tree, and ſo 
imperceptibly circumciſed it, as that the 
Leaves did, what they will do, wither in 
2 Night and a Day's: Time. God forbid, 
that ſhould think, J7eſur did ſo; but as 
to the Poſſibility of ſuch a F raud i in an 
Impoſtor, none can doubt of it. 
I am fo far from thinking there was any 
ſuch raud in this ſuppoſed Miracle of \Fe- 
fas, tliat I don't 4 it was at all done 
by him according to the Letter: And for 
this I have not only a clear and intrinſick 
Proof from the Story itſelf; but the Autho- 
rity of the Fathers. St. Ambroſe, treating 
on the Parable of tlie Figtree in (12) St. 
Luke, intimates, that what St. Matthew 
and St. Mark: write of Jeſuls curſing tlie 
Figtree, is but (13) Fart of the fame Pa- 
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(12) Chap, x Xiii. 13) Quid ſibi vult, quod in 
; un GY Parabolam  frequenter in- 

alibi, quod juſſu Domini Viridiras 
' omnis + bojus _ frond tis arugrit, Ia Loc. Tusa. i 
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Exangelio ſecundum Lucamilegimus, &c. In Loc. Marci 
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"Sas 
table. And St. Jobs of  Feruſalem (14) 


—. 


ſays expreſsly enough, that the three E- 


vangeliſts write of one and the ſame Fig- 


tree, conſequently parabolically, and that, 


what St. Matthete and St. Mark write of 
it, was no more a literal Tranſaction, than 


tue Parable in St. Lake. Thanks to theſe 


y Fathers for their ridding us of the 


Belief of the Letter of this Story, which 


otherwiſe might have perplex'd us with itz 
Abſurditics before urg d. And to their 


Opinion I deſire it may be added and con- 


ſidered, whether it be not as reaſonable 
in itſelf to take what the three Euange 
lifts write of this Figtree, as Part of one 


Story, as well as, what they write of the 
Woman with her Iſſus of Blood, and of 


Feſus's caſting the Devils out of the Mad. 


men and of other Miracles which are but 


ſeveral Relations of the ſame Story, Para- 
ble or Miracle. Neither is it any Argu- 
ment for a literal Tranſaction of this Mi- 


racle, chat th Euangeliſts ſpeak of it, as a 


Thing done: For, as Origen ſays, there are 


ſome Things ſpoken of, in the Evangelifts, 
as Facta, which were never tranſacted; ſo 


it is of the Nature of Prophecy (and our 
CCC (or) es get $40” 
(14) Videamus, ubi , alibi ſertptum de iſta feu; "i 


Mara. 


Py 


. Saviour 
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Saviour in while L Life: prop en 
ſpeak of Things to — 7 T9 ‚ 
already paſt ; becauſe ſuch Prophecies are 
not to be- underſtood till after their Ac- 
compliſmment, and then the Reaſon of 
the Uſe of the præter, inſtead of the fu- 
ture Fenſe, in Prophecy will be viſible. 
But what, in ew is an abſo- 
lute Demonſtration, that there's no Truth 
in the Letter of this Story, is, what our 
Saviour adds, upon the Diſeiples wonder 
ing at the fudden withering of the Figtree, 
. U aber if they bad Faith, 

0 0 robas 140 done to ; 


na 1 — into — — and ir 7 
be done. But theſe Things were neuer li- 
terally done by them, 3 N 
himſelf did a literally curſe the igtree; 
or the Diſciples wanted Faith for the 
2 og! the —— 1 is 4 4 
fardity to ſuppoſe; or 4 10099 
of a Promiſe to inveſt nn a . 
they were never to be poſſeſs d of. But 
ons all Conſequence to Religion, either 3 

of theſe W ns. let the old. O- 
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jection in Sechs l Rathertus, (16) ſpeaks 
which I ſhall nat ſtay here to urge and 


revive; but only ſay at preſent, that if 


ſas. actually curſed a Figtree, his Diſci- 

les: ought to have done ſo too, and to re- 

move Mountains. If we adhere to the 
Letter in one Caſe, we muſt in the Ds 
alſo; but we are only to lock to the 
Myſtery in both, or St. Auguſtin (17) will 
tell us, * Jeſus utterid — Pty" and 
inſignificant Words and Promiſes. | 
St. Auguſtin, who believes no. more 
of the L of this Story, than I do, ſays, 
that the Works of Feſus are all figurative 
and of a ſpiritual Signification, which is ſo 


wabifeſt from his AR of curſing, the Fig - 
_ tires; e\Menunitl; (18) whether they will 


or hot, acknowledge it. But he is miſtaken: 
Tho; there; might be none in his Time 


os 6 8 13 852 Init If Walks * 7 is: 
Quan ur Literam a ; 
5 705 oo 125 0 15 ſi Ae rr bas Ga, op | 
ſunt, & Serridno contra nos, etiam in ſuis ſtrip- 
gene A poſtolos Nee idem, Nat 19 

non tr rant 3 neg ye” Ficulneas 8 4 5 7 arunt. In 
3 5 1 wag | 
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dan. Legi nus re rum nal 3 autem 
us 2 


refactam, aut montem in mare 
ahn; goteramus ergo in myſterio: ubi ſactum fix, 
von enim Verba Domini vacare potderant. In Serm, 
LXXIN, "4? | 98 8 | Fg ; a | 8 2. 
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(18) Sed Erwin ali quid Mitt commendaſſe, 


molt: nt quz nos = nobiſq; perſuadeant, 
imo ab” wit extorqueant, ad. 


wha 
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ho would queſtion, that this ſu ppoſed 
Fact of Jeſus: had<a myſtical Signiſich 
tion; yet if he had liv'd in oui Days, he 
would have met with Divines, who, for all 
the foreſaid Abſurdities and their Cogen 
to drive us to Allegory, do adhere to 
the Letter only, whether the Truth, Cre> 
dibility and Reaſonablenefs of it be deferis 
ſible or not. But then to do Juſtice to 
St. Auguſtin's Aſſertion; he would: have 
met with others; who againſt tbeir Wills, 
interpret this Miracle figuratively,-ſuch 
as Dr. Hammond ànd 8 V. OW 
ay. curſed/ the Figttee 

w= 8 2 nh the Beſtrüction of 11 Fea 
State; which declined and ; waſted 
hems Similitude of this withering: E. 
But wliy then don't theſe Commentators ab- 8 
legorically interpret and apply other Mi- 
racles . of our Saviour? Becauſe they think 
the Letter will ſtand good and abide the 
Teſt without an Allegory. And why do 
they allegoriſe this Muscle ony 2. Becauiſe 
of the Difficulties and Abſurdities oft he 
Letter which they can't account for. And 
are theſe Reaſons good? No, certainly? 
The vangeliſt: ſhould have made the Dil 
ſtinction for them. They ſhould have told 
us, Which Miracles aré to be allegoris'd 


and myſtieally r and which are hat; 
df nn re 
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Tem . 
e Are to allegoriſe all or none at all. 
| And OW came :ctNele i moc . Allegoriſts 
of — apply it as they do; 


unh to make it a moyſtical Repreſen- 
ion of the Ruin of — Jeroiſb State 2 
Did they take up this Notion of their 
own Heads, or 3 25 they borrow it of 
the Fathers? Why in all Trobabiluy they 
took the Hint from the Fathers; where 
fore then don't they, what none ehem 
do cite and acknowledge their Authors 

fbr it? Becauſe, like Men af Subtilty, 
they would de thought to deviſe: it of 
memſelves; for if they had quoted the 
Fathers for it, the Fathers would have 
_ oblig'd them, upon their Authority, to 
allegoriſe the reſt of Feſus's Miracles, in 
14 that I have — 
then; but this would not have dun 
 their+ Stomachs for many Reafons. Ne : 


Thanks then to the foreſaid Co | 
ege ical ApplicatiteroRihils 


tore for their alleg 
Miracle, which they are again to deſert, 
or abide the Conſequence of allegoriſing 
bthiers.alſo, which for their Intereſts and 
Reputations they will not do. Therefore 
I&i them return again to the Letter of 
this Miracle, and ſay for it, what is all 
that is ta be ſaid for it, with Victor An- 
E un 9 Writer e 
th 


Ki Century, 9 
TFuſſige of Seripluse donterning ur Figures, 
5 i OT Es we ought not curiouſly tb en- 

ꝓuire whether it wut, wiſely or 9 1 don 

Jeſus; or not; but wwe ong he l. 


tber 
with e 


Jefus's drowning the Suine, not- 
one think it void vf the Face 


legoriſe all ubs Miracles, or betalte 
themſelves to this Opinionof/iHor; which 
this free. thinking A willhardly let them 
e reſt in. So, ſuppoſing our Di- 

ner to be, zar hes generally are, ſtill 
Miniſters of the A lurdity of the Letter, 
I paſs to the Con ſideration of the Authos 
= of the Fathers, and to ſee, whether 
we can t een of mem n Parable of the 


2 VV ; | by abies Fig 

ems not to be agteed among the —— 
or, more properly ſpeaking, they are not 
agreed, all e to apply it ann, 
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_ (19) Porro de. in hone locum incidimus; e 
0e inquirat, aut anxie diſputet, juſtene un ſecus 


f m ſit 3 ſed Miraculum editum contempletur & ad- 
miretür. Nam de Tabmerfis Porcis quoq; nonhulli have 
: quæſtionem movyerant, faRumg; juſtitiæ eplore * 

N TORY B. Merch. l. 
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and ndniire this Miracle; as well ts 


2 uſt ier. Ay, ay, our Divines muſt al- 


E. 


r 


dne . aue Tung hi a8 5 (a0) 5 
_ Gregory the Great, ſay Human Nature 
Or Mankind is ty ypified by the Figtre 
Others, as (2 The St. Hilary, {ay the 
iſo Church or State is meant by Its, 
Others as (22) Origen: ſay, it is a Lype 
of the Church of Chriſt. So do the Fa- 
thers ſeem to be divided in their Opinions; 
but it is without any Difference or Incon- 
ſiſtency with each other? For as there is, 
according to the Fathers, Myſtery PR 
= ſtery; ui/all;'the Actions of Jaſus; ſo 
I:{believe the Figtree here, as a Type, may 
be properly enough apply? to the foreſaid 
three Furpoſes. Andi the Fathers had 
been asled their Opinion in this Caſę, 1 
dare ſay, they would have ſaid fo, t 
This 7 that Origen (23) 2 
ſtands it as applicable to the 7 
well as the Chriſtian Church. And. Fe. 
Auguſtin, as Occaſion offers itlelf, takes 
it in the foreſaid three Senſes. When th. 
underſtand it as a Type of all Mank!i 5 
_ * that the three Tears of its Uti- 


N 1151 8 n 14110 1 of {1 5% > vr Kn 


* 5 Quid Arbor bei, nĩſi bamenam naturam deſgvet 7 
In Homl. xxxi. 8 
2455 In Ficu, Synogoge poſit am, Exemplain' ef 1 

att. 

7 22) Abſit 2 nobis, ut, Jeſu' veniente ad nb & elde 
manducare de feu (Recle le) non inveniatur Frudus in 
ea. In Matth. Tract. xxx. 

aſa 23) Poteſt autem ficus illa intelligi populus Circums 
cl 


nis. Ibid. 
fruitfulneſs 


— 


fruitful one againſt 
acceptable Lear, which is the Lear ſigni - 


(2 RY Shree * Periods of this World; 


the one before the Law of Moſes; uw 
under the Law; and the third under the 
Goſpel; at the Concluſion of which third 
Period, as it was an antient and common 
Opinion, Jeſus in Spirit would come to 
his Figtree uf Mankind, and animadvert 
on them for their Uufruitfulneſs, not by 
Deſtruction of human Nature, but b 
— of its Unfruitful State, whic 
then will wither a wa 


iy, and be turn'd into a 
the grand Sabbath, or 


fied in the Parable, that it is to be let alone 
to bring forth Fruit in. They that under- 


ſtand the Figtree as 2 Type of the Fewiſh 


State, mean by the three Years thar: Feſus 
came- to it, the three Tears of his preach- | 
ing among the Fes; at the End of which, 
after ChrifPs Paſſion and Reſurrection, the 
Jewiſb State, like the Figtree, withered a- 
way, and for its Unfruitfulneſs, was root- 
ed up They that underſtand the Figtree 

as a Figure of the Church of Chriſt, by 
the Three” Tears,” mean "pe? We 


+2 K 5 5 17. 


N Th 


Mise se fculnea' Genus n= dere Trig 

pjun. 75 tria ſunt Tem ora, unum ante Le em, 
a e ſu Letze. tertium ſub gratis, | *. Auguſt nin 
Herm. cx. | | 
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1 twelve hundred and ſivey Dayr (that is 
1 three ears and à half) of the Church's 
barren and unfruitful State in the Wilder- 
neſsz at the Concluſion of which, the 
Fathers ſay Jeſus will come again to 
his Church or Figtree, ſeeking Fruit 
Sa ˙.. hone 4 FOYER oO Ret F 
-: Some: perhaps may be ready here to 
interpoſe with a Queſtion, and ſay, how 
vill Jeſus then come to his Church ? J 
have carefully peruſed the Fathers upo 
this Queſtion, and can't find that they 
mean any more by Chriſt's ſecond or ſpt- 
ritual Advent, than that clear Trurb, right 
myſtieal Names of Feſus) will deſcend up: 
| onthe Church, on the Clouds of the 
Law and the Prophets, to tke Removal 
of her unfruitful and unprofitable Errors, 
dnd to enable her to bring forth the Fruits 
of the Spirit, againſt the grand Sabbath. 
Neither can any reaſonahle Man con- 
ceive how otherwiſe (25 the Lord ſbould 
as our Tranſlation has it, but) en fata 
£25: alley, that is, as Origen interprets, in 
his holy thouſands of Allegoriſts nomow xg+- 
on, to criticiſe upon all the Seri pture, and | 
to. convitice Minifters of the Letter of their 


* 


(aß) Jude, ver. 114. 


abominable 


1 22 


tdonidable k. rrors and of cheir horfd 
Blaſphemies 71 des, preachid, and printed 
| * the "(Ghoſt or) Spitit f 


the Law and Prophets, As to that Hr. 
teral and common Fulpit-Ster; (wich 
ali its Appendages) of Jefuus 'iſedt 
Coming ond = um Clouds; ag ona Wo 
ſack, in his human, tho glorious and ma! 
— Ape ron Fa for the Wente i 
the Sound of 2  Trums 
0 in Ah ence: of the Head, & it 
t the moſt abſurd, nonſenſical and unplti- 
loſophical, (ſuch groundlefs and worthleſs 
Senf have the Cl; told and prexch'dto 
God's People ) that ever was fold aparnl 
Reaſon, againft prophetick and'evatigetical 
Scripture, and againſt other ancient and 
good * Authority, It is no "Place here to 
multiply Teſtionies and 1 
either of theſe Purpoſes, hi . 
ders, if they de bur but attend, will kr 1s 
Occaſion for. But if our Divines mould 
think I have put a falſe Glofs on the Text 
of St. Fade above, I have a Bundle of A. 
guments and Teſtimonies to e in 
Defence of it, at their Service. 
In the Parable of St. Lucke, it is faid, 
Lo, theſe three Tears come 1 feeling Friis 
on this Pigeree \ as if Feſus came annually 
and ſuccellively for bret Tears togerh 3 
t 
be | 


but ares > aa ir out 


| read, Lo, 3 Tears an I note 
Fore, or Lo, the three Tears are nome paſt, 
_ nd I come. And here it 1d tor! bing 
that whether we-underſtand: the Figtree, 
285 4 Figure of the Church in particular, 
or of Mankind in generalz-the/.myſtical 
Lumber - of three Tears will terminate 
about the ſame Time, againſt che Evange - 
lical Sabbath, on Which the Unfruitſul- 
neſs of the Church, or of Mankind accord 
ing to the Waben is ko have an End put 
n eee Hons ty | 
And Jef when. Het came to the Fig: | 
tree; found nothing thereon but Leaves on- 
A 80 Feſus, w when he comes to his 
urch, will find nothing j in her but 
Leaves only And what is here: meant 
dy R Le 72 Fathers, 2 — (26) 
dt. Hilary, St. Fobn ky uſa; = 
and 8 St. T. 3 24 who by 
Leaves. underſta 2 vain and empty Ap- 
pearance of Wiſdom and good Works; or 
the Words and Letter of the Scriptures; 
which are the Leaves. of che Oracle, With. 


by 1165 es infeeundam, folii 5 e veſt 
tam, id eſt Verbis inanibus gloriantem, ſed fructibus 


vacuam, Operibus quippe-bonis ſterilem. In Toc. Matt. 
(27 Habentem folia & non fructus; Verba, non 
Senſus 3 z Seri pturas, non intelligentiam e 
| 2 Loc. Marei. g 
(28) Folia. ſola Bbebtem, hoc eſt, akte Lit · 
ee non Frucus Spiritus . in Toc. Mort, E 


i out 
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es any ry of ſp ritual Inte pretations 

of e And Whether this ben't tlie 

Cafe of the Church at preſetit, bur Diviner 
are to ebnſider. The Pigs that Fefius may 
be fappoſed to look for at his Coming, 
are 805 5 the Fruits of the Spirit men- 
tiomd by St: Paul, but (29) ſpiritual Im 
terpretations of the Seriptures, which St, 
Ferome (30) fays are myſtical Figs; bel 
cauſe, as ripe Figs are 4 to the Pa 
late of. our Mouth, ſo are they no leſs 
delicious to che Soul of Man. 1 
But Jefuc 1 is ſaid to be hungry fter 
Figs: fo will Feſus in Spirit hunger for 
the . Figs of his Church, that is, 

48 Ori gen (31) rightly interprets, he will 
hrieftly deſire, like 2 Man that is hun- 
gry; the Fruits of the Spirit in his Church, 

which will be as grateful to him as F ies 
ean be to a Man naturally. To unders 
ſtand this Expreſſion of Feſurs Hunger 
Mterally, is ſuch a mean Ci ce ot 
Bife, what unless it be, what's next to 
impoſſible; treveſfarily ee to ſome 33 


Lais 3:13 . It; 1 A * 


i (29):Querens non Senſiles Fructus ſed incelle Allem ex 
F Aran n ene, 


Nie) Fibe, ſunt dona dulciſſima Spi ritus Sancti, Spi- | 
Weiter & Scientia Scriprurargm... In aeles 


7 5 iN Eſuriät zütem Jeſus 1 ſemper i in Jaſtis, var man; 
r een Spiritus Sandi in 0 Is Matt. Tra#. 


SE — noble 


1 


chat) - 


ble. TranſaQtiqn,. irs.unfit to be -remem- 
rd. of a Saint in Hi tory. Diogenes 
Laertius would have diſdaind to mention 
Auch a friwolous Citcumſtance in the 
of 2 Philoſopher as this of, FJeſus. But if 
we underſtand this Hunger in 1 4 myſti- 
; ally and figuratiyely, of his Deſires, of 
the F ruits of the Spirit in his C urch, it 
Fg chk and noble; and the Emblem 
confeſſedly proper and inſtructive. 
But Feſtus is ſaid i come to the Fig: : 
tree at an — ns he ble Time; For the 
2 ime of - Figs aas not yet; which Expreſ- 
ion has been the Perplexity; of Commen: 
tetors, who, with all their, Wir and Saga. 
Fity. cen't well get over it. I hall not 
wention here, alhor, Lang of theix pretended 
Solutions of this Difficulty z but let 8h 
fee whether we cant ena ones 
unloſe it. St. Marks Words axe . 
2.440: ona. Which are and have been 
gommon iy granflated, For che Time of Ft 
Jar, 44 5775 But if we ghange: the Poing 
into an Interrag ation, and read kus, 95 
was it not the Time of f Figs the Difficu ty 
vaniſhes as certainly, a8 chat it ie abſurd 
to ſuppoſe CH oult Tome to his Fig? 
tree and . 85 i Ernit,- when: he cou 
— err, expect any; This my 30. 
1 F. of this Diſiculty,certainky: 55 
; aa of the eee 
on 


We. | | © 4 1 1 
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+ and if it does not the literal, * an 
fe. we are not to heed the Lerter, "which 
ſeldom or never has any Seqſs'or [Truth 
in it. But by the by, it! does the litte- 
ral too, ſince there are no Grounds from 

che Text to | think, what has been the 
rommon Opinion, that it was about the 
| youth Paſſover, . that Jeſur came to the 

igtree. If this my Solution of the Dif- 
ficulty don't pleaſe, I muſt ſay with (32) 
Heinſ1es,' thats it muſt be left as a Knot 
for Elias to unite, who according to the 
(33) antient Zeros, is firſt to aches Fruits 
off this myſtical Figtree, and preſent them 
to the intellectual Taſte of Mankind. But, 
that my Solution 1 1 g > wall: 2 * : 
_ what follows. 

And Jeſus: os 8 only days | 
in St. Matthew, to the Figtree, Let no 
Fruit grau en these | benceforward for. d 
ver; Which (with its parallel Place in St. 
Mark) is in my | Opinion a falſe Tranſle- 
| nion: The Orginal is, Marel, ar ce 1 . 
. eee and per to be 1 9 0 
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80 130 Früctus dulcen omne $ 1s 1 -arbore. Vita cet 
dendum præbebit Elias 22 Baxzorf, H. N. com 
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Liſhed, ! mor” 4 gef, or ohdt Hatih ang 
I come) againſt: the (grand) Age (of 


the Sabbath) Ras Fruit grown! on the. 
So that the Mitacle of Jeſus was to make 
the Figtree of the Church fruitfuk; and 
if her preceding unfruitful State, which 
(in St Mart) Feſur is, ſaid to curſe, or 
rather to devote to Ruin, f aaa, 
was by Conſequence. 16282 
But what Lime of Day was it thit 
Jeſie, came tb the Figtree 2 It va in the 
Morning. And of whar Day ?oThat, is un- 
certain as to the Letter, but according to 
che m yſtical Extent of the Three Tears, 
Ty hether we underſtand the Eigtree as a 


de. of the Church, or of 2ll/Miokind of 
Ages, it will be on the Morning of the 
1 Sabbath, when, upon the Ces 
of the Light of Gait like the Riſing of 
the Sun, au unfruitful: and erroneous 
Church muſt needs wither away. And 
the Diſciples! on the faid Morning, will, 
a2 Origen (30 ſays, with their incelietual 
_ Eyes behold her waſte: with: Adm | 
And then too, they under Chriſt will 
do what is done to the Figtree, © of the . 
Church, and remove M. ſountatzt er Aut | 
| chriſtian Power,.. hat cxale-thomlelves a- 2. : 


1 Ads 
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1 
gainſt hint, as the Fathers interpret, and 
need not explain. e INK 
And what is meant by the Means, which 
St. Luke: ſpeaks of; to inake the Figttee 
ef the Chüreh fruitful on the Sabbatical 
Lear; the Tear it is to be let alone ta 


Fear Friis in ? There muſt be dggiag 


bout it, that is (35) into the Earth of the 


Letter of the Scriptures,: and-drenging-of 
it, that is calling (39) to Remembrance her 


Sins and Errors of the Time piſt, which 


rationally: ſpeaking will make he Sh 


to bring forth good Fruit. 
— After this Faſhion is the reſtlof the Pa- 


of the Fathers. St. Gregory Dae Great, 
and St. 4 Aguſtin, make tiefe two on. 
or Parables, big. of the Eigtree, and of 


the Woman with her Spirit of  Infirmis 2 


ab they are blended together in St. Lu 


to be igures of the Fe Myſtery. The | 
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< 26) Mittitur ergo Cophinas Stercofis pr Radicem 


Ar doris, quando pravitatis ſuæ Conſei ntia a nie- 


% 


morts Cogirationis, Gregor. *. 1 
46575 Sed hoc benificar Ficulgea influduoſs, quod M 


natur, quod tertio die Dominus Vi Ficulaea yenific 
e K Zune karl. ; Kel a vo 


'® ; A 7 * 4 £1 * 
* 44. bd ; A 7 4 2 1 14 


. LO : | | eighrien | 


table of the Figtree to be allegorized, out 


inclinata; & hoc Ficulnea reſervata, quod TM | 
etrcta. Hoe autem & octodecem Ahnorum Numers i- 


6 


lig btæen Tears of the Woman's Infirmity 
and the rbree Tears of the Figtree's Uns 


fruitfulneſs they will have to be myſti-. 


cally ſfynchromical. And the Woman's In- 
kurdit) to che Earth is, they ſay, fignifi- 
cative of the fame Thing: with et Un 
feuiefulneſc of the Figtree- And the E. 
#48ion of the Woman on the Sabbath is of 
the ſame Import with the Reſervation of 
the Tree ſor Fruitfulneſs on that Day. 
And let am one ſee, if they don't admi- 
_ rably agree, 18. I deat NATED theſe 
two Parables. i 702001 
Before I/diſinils this. Story-of the Eig- 
tree, I canx but adore the Providence of 
God, that the Miracle. has. been hitherto 
A ogg? in the withering away of the Tree. 
_ If the Miracle! had: en. a plain Story of 
2 dead ànd wither'd Treis being made 
to bring forth Leaves and Fruit on a ſud- 
dien; its would have been fach a mani- 
| feſtly ſupernatural Work,“ and fo agreea- 
ble to modern Notioniſtr about Miracles, 
that Mens Thoughts would have been ſo 
pt in the Conſiderarion of the Letter 

as they Would never have extended them 
to the Contemplation of the Myſtery. An 
our Divines would have made fuch a Noiſe, 
in our Ears, of the Exccllency and Mar- 
velloufnefs * foch a Miracle, as that 
there would be no bearing of it. But 
nant 28 


8) 


Sit is we C2 have, it a o 
Meaſure, fuppreſs d all mention of the af. 
tet Fruitfule 5 of the Tree; and the Sto- 
ry, by Miſconſtruction, is clogd weich rhe 
Pets Difficulties and Ablurdities e 
are of Neceſſity drivem to che fearch after 
Myſtery for 8080 Senſe and” Truth in it. 
And thus Have I ſp bkett' enou gh to tlie 
Miracle of Feſuts als the Ege, 
which acesrdiüg to the Letter is a foolt 
and abfard Story: But the 2 
Operation, of Which tlie Line 
Shadow, will be | raviſhing,” marveſi6bs 
and ſtupendcus; ; and not only a Probf 
of- Chris Power and Prefenice in "Ki 
Church, Bat 4 Demonſtration of his Heſr- 
abſbip, in abc fuctr äs an Infinite Num 
ber 4 Prophiecys upon Proptiecys, Will 
thereu pon bs diſeermd to be abc 
pliſn'd, or the Churdt cf bring forth! 
the Fruits'6f! the Spirits Hat is Spirits» 
Ma ic e of "the Se . like 
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1 8. Fight aa Fei and” Mas. 
, (38) „of his Healing à Min of An 
C4 Infirinity, of thirty V eight Years Data 
®'tion, at the Pool . Ber heſda, chat "had 
<4 five Porches in which 13 2 great Mul- 

e of impotent” Folk des halt, 


- (38) Job, Chap. 2 oF 


2 Wü 


43. 


< withered, waiting the troubling of l 4 


% Waters, upon the Deſcent. of an An- 
gel, who gave a danative Virtue to them, 
« to the curing of an 1 be his Diſtem- 
per of what kin ſoever, e firſt 
4 + ſtept down into them. + 
This whole Story 1 is what our e 
| calls. a Camel 'of a monſtrous. Size for 
Abſurdities, Improbabilities and Incredi- 
bilities, which our Divines, and their im- 
= Followers of theſe. laſt Ages, have 


allowed without chewing; 5: whilſt they 
ve been ſtraining at Knate in Theology, 
and heſitating at frivolous and indifferent 
Thi tings of the Church, of no Conſequence. 
As to. Feſus's Miracle in this. Wes 
which conſiſted in his, healing a Man, of. 
no body knows what Infirmity, there nei- 
ther is nor can be proved any Thing due | 
pernatural in it, or there had been an 
expreſs Deſcription of the Diſcaſe, with- 
out; which it is imp oſſible to ſay, there | 
was a miraculous Cure wrought. As far as 
one may reaſonably gueſs, this Man's In- 
firmity: was more Eazineſs than Lameneſs, 
and Feſus only ſhamed him out of his 
pretended. Hlneſs, by bidding him to take 
up his Stool and walk off, and not lie a- 
ny longer, like a lazy Lubbard and Diſ. 
ſembler, amo "g the Diſeaſed, who. were 
real — 0 Pity and COIN = ; ( 15 


7 


* he was no Deſſembler, he was only 
fancyfully fick, and Jeſus by fome p proper 
and ſeaſonadle Talk touch'd his Heart, to \ 
his Relief; and ſo, by the Help of his own "A 
Imagination, he was cured, and went his 
Way. This is the worſt that can be 
made of this infirm Man's Caſe; and the 
beſt that can be ſaid of Feſu's Power 
in the Cure of him, as will appear, by and 
by, upon Examivation into it. But the 
other Parts of the Story of the healing 
Virtue of the Waters, upon the Deſcen 
of an Angel ifito them, is not only void 
of all good Foundation in Hiſtory, © but 
is a Conttadiction to common Senſe and 
Rea ſon, 25 will be manifeſt after an In 1 1 
quiry” into the Particulars of it. 1 
St. John was the beloved Diſtip le of DD 
our 1 and I hope he low d his Maſter, 
or he was 'worſe than 'an Heathen, who 
loves thoſe wholove him: But this Story, 
and ſome others, that are peculiar to his 
Goſpel, ſuch as, of Feſuss telling the Samd- 
ritan Woman ber Fortune; of Tis bealin; 
the blind Man with Ey e Salve made } 
Clay and Spittle; Of bir turning Water 
his Wine for the Vſe of Men, who had 
before wwell-drank ;” and of bis vaif ing La⸗ 
Saru from the Dead: are enough to tetupt 
Us to think, chat he wilfully deſign'd, e 


ALF 


| wy r to/Vlaſt the Reputation of his Maſter 
W at 
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e ˙ ] ꝰ˙²˙ “Ü. ývtdͥ T — e§—ßÜà . .. — — 3 — — 


17 9 "6 


arte wache of Men, | 
d Love were running apace 
y,.might be impoſed on,; 
d or, page way idle 
the trigthead,who ſhould 
alophical Part of May ankind, had 
| 900 been. 15 hired fine the Belief, M 

| vio a enn ave been; rejecte 
gating: 95 85 before now. 
7 el We 7 

Fog | e. gh: 0 e 1 7 my 

Ing 9, than 9.04 om 
MO Lol w Jeſus Ho- 
ted and to con- 


Lune, WS 3 


but poll his 
; of. Miracles, which 
3 wouldixail him to, 
ding .the.- other \Eugngetiſts,.; ons 

ink, that Zeſus.was: a. He Healer .of 

of Diſcafes, h hogayeryncurable 
nd, Nature, and .that>where-evey 
eck and the maigr'd: (exy 
05 * Jabelievers), vere. perfectly 
1 25 Fu this (Story hefore ug 
5 15 ke 3tign, chat Feſut 
e and 


nah! e os Mine 


8 . 


1810 


ey had before re-. 


670 
5 Healer of Diſeaſes,” às he. is: commonly 
believed to have been; and that hewrought 
not near the Number of Cures; he is fup- 
poſed to ha ve done, much leſs any great ones, 7 
T he beſt Conception that atvinapartial.Rea- | 
der of the Goſpel can form of eus, is, that 
he was a tolerable good natural Orator, and 
conld [handſomely -/ harangue the People 
off hand, and wWäs according to tlie Phi- 
Loſophy of the Times ar good Cabaliſtʒ 
and his Admirem finding him ende wed 
with the Gift of Utterauce, whicli Was 
thought by them more thin human, they 
fancy'd he x6 | have the Gift of healing 
100, and would have him td exerciſe itz 
which he did with Succeſs, upon the Fan: 
eies and Imaginations of many, who m 
nified his divine Power for- it. And the 
Apoſtles afterwards to help forward the 
Gredulity:: and Deluſion of the People: 
amplified his Fame with extravagant Al- 
ſertions und ftrange Stories of Miracles 
paſſing the Belief df conſiderate and wife 
len. Whether this Repreſentation of the 
Caſe, according to the Latter of the Gol 
8, be falſe and improbable let my: 
Ragdere: judge 'hy che Stor; before us 
Which 1 come now to diſſect, and make 
a partioular Examination into the ſeveral 
Farts of ite "Accordin 2e i to be ob 
| env” Þ vallietts 15 35 Von R 8 
p cl . 43 Firſt, 


ER 4 


I Faſ, that this Story of the Pool: of 
Bethe ſda, abſtractedly conſidered from 
FJeſiu's Cure of an infirm Man at it, has 
ao good Foundation in Hiſtory: It merits 
no Man's Credit, nor will any Reaſonable 
Perſon give any heed to it, St. John is 

| the only Author that has made any 

| mention of this Story; and tho his Au- 

= thority may be good, and better than a- 

nuother Man's in Relation to the Words 
A and Actions of Feſus, in as much as he 

= was moſt familiar and converſant with 
im; yet, for foreign Matters, that have 

| no immediate Reſpet to Jeſuss Life he's 
no more to be regarded than another Hiſta- 

man, who, if he Palm upon his Readers 

3 an improbable Tale of ſenſleſs and abſurd 

3 _ Circumſtances, will have his Authority 

+ queſtioned, and his Story pry'd into by 

"mp the Rules of Criticiſin, and rejected 

; received as it is found worthy of Be- 

lief and Credit. If there had been any 
Truth in this Story before us, I cannot 

think but Foſepbus or ſome other Fewiſh 
Writers, it is ſo remarkable, peculiar and 

1 aſtoniſning an Inſtance of the Angelical 

_- Care and Love to the diſtreſſed of Feru - 

falem, would have ſpoken of it: But Idont 

3 ; find they have; or our modern Commen: 
tutor would have refer d to them, as to 
2 Teſtimony of the Credibility of the 
l e —— 
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Goſpel. Hiſtory. Foſep hus- has pfofeſſed· 
ly Written the Hiſtory of the Jewiſob 
Nation, in which he ſeems to omit no- 
thing that makes for the Honour of his 
Country, or for the Manifeſtation of the 
Providence of God over it. He tells us 
of the Convexſation of Angels with the 
Patriarchs and Prophets, and intermixes 
Extra- Scriptural Traditions, as he thought 
them fit to be tranſmitted to Poſterity. 
How came he then and all other Fewiſi 
Writers to forget this Story of the. Pool 
of - Betheſda? I think, we may as well 
fuppoſe that a Writer of the natural Hi- 
ſtory of | Somerſerſbire would neglect to 4 
ſpeak of the medicinal Waters of Bach, | 
as Foſepbus ſhould omit that Story, which, _— 
if true, was a ſingular Proof of God's di- 1 
ſtinguiſning Care of his peculiar People, i 
or an Angel had never been frequently, = 
as we ſuppoſe, ſent to this Relief of the = 
Diſeaſed amongſt them. Is then St. ohn 
ſingle Authority enough ta convey this 
Story down. to us? Some may ay, that 2 
there are ſeveral Prodigies, as well as po- A 


_— : Ts 1 8 | 1. 
litical Events of ancient Times, that. tho: bl 
they are reported but by one Hiſtormn, 7} 

mert with Credit; and why may not St. 
eee Teſtimony be equal to bete ; 
_ Writer's? I grant it; and tho it is hard! 
probable but that this Story, if true, befoge 


\ us, 


1 ( 4s) 
ts; tne! had the Fottude to be told 
others; yet St. Jahn's ſingle Atithorj: 
hall pak ſooner than another Man's, 
Nabe dieter be in it ſelf ortzdible and well 
- Aeviatiand'l. But where it is blindly, im 
perfectly and with monſtroulfly : increqdible 
Suben related, like this deforg us, 
it ought to be rejected. Which brings nd 
"Secondly, To ask, what was this”. true 
Occafion of the Angebs Deſtent into this 
Fool? Was it to an and bath himſelf? 
Or, was it to impart an healing Qualit 
to che Waters for ſome:one diatel Pet. 
ſon ? The Reaſon, that I ack the firſt of 
theſe | two Queftions, is. becauſe ſome 
ancient Readings of v. 4 lay '(3 ly): the 
Angel nate 2005 waſbeu, which ſuppoſes. 
fome bodily — or Hear contract. 
ed iu the Celeftial Regions, that! want- 
ad Refrigeration or Purgatibn in theſe 
Waters: But hew abfurd fuch a Thought 
is needs no Proof. To impart then com⸗ 
paſſionately an healing Power to the Wa- 
ters for the Benefit of the Difeaſed was 
ſole Deſign of the Angels Deſoent in- 
to them. And God forbid, that any ſhould 
philoſophicallty debate he Matter, and 
enquire how faturally the Waters derivd: | 
1 Virtue from the n eee, 
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| Profenalls) The Thing providential 
and miraculous, our Bo ill ſay, and 
ſs let it paſs. But may fairly 2 7 "why; 
one diſealed Perſon only at a Time teuped 

the Benefit? Or wliy the whole Nin 
ber of impotent Folks were not it tic 
1 I aan a notable » Anſwer pre- 
ſently to be given to theſe Queſtions; but 
E am | aeait E rehand our Diviner will 
not approve of it : Therefore they are to give 
one of their own; and make the Matter 
conſiſtent with the Goodneſs and Wiſdom 
of God; or the ſaid Queſtions ſpoil. the 
| Credit of the Story, and make an idle 
and ridiculous Romance of it. And when 
their Hands are in, to make, what is Im- 
poſſible, a ſatisfactor Anſwer to the ſaid 
Queſtions; I wiſh;/ that, for the ſilks 
of Orthodoxy, they would determine, whe 
ther the Angel delended with his Head 
or his Heels foremoſt, or whether he might 
not come ſwauping upon his Breaſt inte 
the Waters, like a Gooſe in to a Horſes 
pond; But, * 
Third Hou often 10 the Week; [the 
Mönth or the Lear did the Angel eke 5 
ſafen his Deſcent into the! Pool > And 
for how many Ages before Chriſt's 
Advent, and why not ſince and oven 105 


' (49) Quare modo non moyetur Aqua ? Si. Ambroſe. | 
$1 ern. Lib. 1 2. 5 
0 a0 


4 


. 5 1 0 
note, Was this Gracious and Angdigali® 
vour granted? St. Fehn ſhould have been 3 


particular as to theſe Paints, w he eqn 
not hut know Philoſophers would be cue 
rious to in about, If it was hut 9 
iin the Year, ag St. C p 60 hints, 
little Thanks are due to for his Cour: 
teſy. One would think ſometimes, tha 
2 Angel's Deſcent was frequent; or ſuch 
2 Multitude of impotent Folk, Vario fly. 
diforder'd had - never attended on it. And 
again at other Times, one wauld think 
that his Deſcent, was ſeldom, or the Dife, 
| eaſed as faſt. as they, came, Which could 
not i be; faſter than * Angel could dabble 
Hamel in the Waters, had been charita 

hly1d;finiſſed, with xe eſtortd Health. Here 
then is a DefeQ in St. John Story, inde 2 
Raab, at which wiſe and conſidetate Hees. 
Ehipheors will Gamble, - But, 2. 44 1 3943 
27 Faure hy, How came it td paſs. that 
there Was not better Care taken, either 
the Providence: of God, or of the 
Civil Magiſtrates ' of Feruſalem about 
wen ee of; the Angelica: Favour to 
hat / peer Man, according to his 
Nepeſities of Neſerts+ But that He, whot 
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3 © 1 
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Wan * 


© 44 7” 
eo finale citch'the Favoür, was 
to have it, Jaſt as he Who fung [Hite 
bbtains eps 1 80 here the Diſczjed, 
who was moſt nhnble and watchf M7 
the Angel'dDeſceng and Could frſt Pfage 
himſelf into the Pool, catried off this Giſt 
of Janation: An odd andla merry WAV 
donferring a divine Mercy, And one 
think that the Angels of God did this 
for mel on Diverſien, mere than 
db! good to Mankind. Juſt - as fo 
chröw a Bone amon ig a Kennel of Hounds, 
for the [Pleaſure of ſceing them quarrel 
2 or 48 — 3 of ways fie ole 
ney'|artiong-a t 
Sport bf Aas f mw ramble 1e ber i. 5 
Was he Paſtime of the Angels here 
Opinion of ſome eng that 


was thes 
Hothines ſunt ' Luſur 'Deorum, the Gods 
| ſports thenifelves with che Miſeries of 
Mankind; but 1 never thought, TRE 
1 <onidered this Story. that — 
ls of this: God" of the Jeet 


it e eil, ag E8uld 121 ws bd 
„Fer as the and diftr 
| pop were not one ſupp ofed ''to 
be of ſuch a polite Cortrerſation, a8 0 
Complatſahce'to' give place to their bet- 
tert; of zin Compaſſion - to make way 
for tlie moſt „ but 1 the 
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= 
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Our Dipinec will not, 1 ſuppaſe;} bear the 
Thoughts of its being a bad Angel; fo 
I leaxe them to. conſider upon our Rea- 
ſonings, whether it was credible that ei- 
ther a good or a bad Angel was concern 
ed; and deſire them to remember to give 
me a better Reaſon, why but ene at 2 

| Time was healed. dg, ig Yom odamet 


$18 ASS 


s 3 
- Ut 


I any Pool S about 
this Cir y of London Was ſo bleſſed with the 
— of an Angel to ſuch an End, the 
Magiſtrates. ſuch is their Wildom;would; if 
did not direct, take care of the pru- 
dent Diſpoſal of the Mercy to the beſt 
Advantage of the Diſeaſed. And if they 
fold ãt to an inſirm Lord or Merchumt, who 

6ould give for it moſt Money, to be diſtri- 
butcdamong other Poor and diſtreſs d Peo- 
"ple, would it not be wiſely done of them? 
5 o ſuppoſe they would leave the Ange. 

lick Favour to the Struggle of abiultirude, | 
s abſurd and incredible. And:why then 
ſhould we think 'otherwiſe'of the Magi- 
ſtrates of Feruſulem? Away then with 
the Letter of tts Story! And il this be 
er to confute it. Then, 
;ftbly, Let us conſider, to its Ember 
itation, who and what were” the 
impotent Folk, tkat lay in the Porches of 
Betbeſdda, waiting the Troubling of the 
Waters. St. Fobn ſays they were Bind, 
Hult, Nit hered, and as da Manuſcripts 
(42) have it, Paralyiicks. And what did 
any of theſe there? How could any of 
them be ſuppoſed to be nimble enou th of 
Foot to ante down firſt into the — 
and carry off the Prize ” Sanation, be⸗ 9 5 


ee 7 6 W 9 1 
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fore Air others of various. Diſtem ders? | 
Tho the troubled Waters might be of 
fuch medicinal Force 4s to Heal a Man of 
whatſoever: Diſeaſe he had; yet none of 
the foteſaid Perſons for want of good Feet 
and Eyes. could expect the Benefit of ii. 
Tho the-Ears .of the Blind might ſerve. 
him to here, when tlie Angel plumpit 
like 4 Stone into thie Waters, yet ithro> 
want of Sight for othe:guidaneaiof us. 
— would by others be joſtled oft 
of the. right Way into them. And 
if the Lame haf good Eyes to diſcetn 
the Deſcent/ of the Angel, yet F airy 
all in all to: chis Purpoſet:Confequently: 
theſe impotent Folk, ſpecified-by St. abu) 
mig ht a8 well! have ſlyꝛd at Home; as T5 
ſotred tonBatbeſda for Gure. I know not 
what: Fools che Diſeaſed of : Ftrruſuley. of 
old might be, but if there was fachaiPrizd 
of Health to be — by the Diftems 
peredoof this City, Ir a to all Mem 
of common Sent, Ste Lhe, rod on re 
Lene, the Mithered and Paralytick* would 
—— ut in for it. St. Jobs chen (fory 
himſelf, or elſe blündered egteglouſy, 
or 2 the Banter uponb us, to _—_ how 
far an abſurd Tale would paſs)upon? the, 
World with Credit. There might beþcif 
there was any litteral Senſe in the Story, 
< many of other — Rage could ; 


"4 


| he gether Mind, balt mor withered, as 
out ſuch an Abfaittdity, as abſolutely. dif. 
parages the Stary, Blots the Credit of 
the Relator, or —4 brings to mind the 
Aſſertion of St. Ambroſe, that the Letter 
of che Net as well as of the Old Teſtament 
lies ahominably. If what 1 have here 
aid does not overthrow the Letter of this 
Story; Then what Thave, - 
21] Sixehly, To add; will do it e 
tually, and that is, of the certain Man, that 
bad an Infirmity thirty and eight Tears, and 
lay at this Pool for an Opportunity: to he 
cured of it. Tho theſe thirty and eigbt 
Years. are, in our Engliſb Tranſlation præ- 
dicated of this Man's Infirmity, yet more 
truely, according to the Original, are they 
ſpcken of the Time he lay there; and the 
| Fathers. ſo underſtood Se, Jabus Words 
Wnat this Man's Infirmity was, we are 
uncertain: For a Venn ee 
is a general Name of all 
may: be equally apply'd to one raed: 3 
zudther: Mhereupon, tho we can't certain- 
ly Hy from this Man's Infirmity, that he 
. wash Fool to lay there fo long, expecting 
Cure, which it was impoſſible: for 
m. to ohtain; yet what he ſays to our 
— aur no Ilan, when the Waters 
ee, ht to put me "into: the Pool, but 


vile "om coming, enother flepperh down 
11 before 


2 W 
2 


he not à Fool, if it was. poſſible for: n 


Reaſon to think he ſhould wait ſo long fax 


Experience, another Man would have 


1 48 1 es 
before me, does imply his Folly fuflicient; | 
Iy, or rather the Incredibility of the-whole 


Story. What then did this infirm Man at 


this Pool, if he had neither Legs of his 
own good enough, nor a Friend to aſſiſt 
him, in the Attainment of Sanation; Was 


to be ſo great a one, for his Pati : 
Would it not have been as as wiſely done 
of him to wait, in the Fields ſo long, the 


Falling of the Sky, that he might catch 


Larks? The F vibes fay; this Man's I- 
rmity was the Palſy;: but whether they 
laid lo for the Sake of the Myſtery, or 


to expoſe the Letter, Iknow not. But that 


— after thirty and eight © Years 
Duration, and Increaſe; if it - Was more 


- curable than another at firſt, had in that 


time undeubtedly ſo weakened and renderd 7 
him uncapable to ſtruggle with others 
for this Rel Relief, that it is without Senſe and 


it. Our Divinec, if they ſo pleaſe, may: 


commend a this Man for his Patience but 


after a fei Tears, or rather à few. Days 


bern convinc'd of the Folly and Van 
of his Hopes, and returned Home. 
he could not put in for this Beneñt, with 


Eroſpect of Succeſs in his more youthful 


_ When the Diſtemꝑer was young: too, 
much 


CR 
much leſß Reaſon had he to hope for it 
in his old Age, after thirty and gt Tear I 

Affickion, unleſs he Arend of, What was 1 

not to bein agined, an Opp 6rtunity, Witli⸗ 8 

out Moleſtation and” Competition, to BY - i 

off with it. Whatever then our Divin | 
may thiik of this' Man 4nd mis Pariente, 

T wilt not believe there ever was ſuch: 4 
Fool; and for this Reaſon; will not ſap 
poſe St. John could literally ſo r0- 

_ mance,” unleſs he meant to 210802 j 

Mankind into the Belief" bf" the greateſt 

Abſurdity. A Man that Lies with 4 

Grace to deceive others, makes his 'Story 

To hang” together, as to carry the Face anc 

Appearance of ni Ma with itz 

which" this of St. „that for many 

Ages has Been fwallo owed, for the Reaſon 
| before us, has not. But what! is the worſt 

of all againſt this Story is, © wy 

2": Seventbly, That Glen notes wy 

abſolutely deſtroy s the Fame and Go 

of Jeſut for 4 Worker of Miracles. "An 5 1 

12 3. Jeſut ven "Up to Feruſaley, | 


were hene Was by the” Seeg Markers . 
Pool, call ed Betheſda, havin -frve ber 4 
"in which la 4 great Multitude of ing 
tent Folk, blind, halt, withered. Why then | 
did not Teſts. heal them? Here was'va 
rare Opportunity for the Difplay of his 
Healing and AF Power; abt why 


eG. did 


Ir „ Folk > 1 
Men, 4 2 an End 
mn * uf hs 
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We Oy 
your. of Teſu . 


the Reaſon A gf 
f Tag: = 255 


for. che 125 LED 1 
* . 


+ _ ell long. Stories 0 11 
f POWET,. as. woul An incline ws. to th 
Fr all, ee OB He head. 
ſay, ll Manner of Biſeaſes among 
the Þ Foople, n cher mention of 
1 nd hoc \. here, all 
ts ed woe OS d bychim,: DN - 
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5 / 5 
| anni bf 8 5 healing Poles 2A 
Was — Extenſive * and e 
an Ha heärted and unbelieving Phariſe 
now and da e ee 46 785 that it 
might be queſtio 4, whether, ay died, 
during * the Lime of his ry. 17 
the Places where he came : And © 
Diviner have ſo harangued on Feſuss Mis 
racles, às would: confirm us in ſuch an 
| Opinion: But this Story in St. rs 
confutes and eonſounds all. St. 70h 
| Place of his Golde talks of Jure 
A 


ling of many, nor of all manner of 
Diſeaſes, much leſs of all chat were Di f 


eaſed; which; if it be not like a Contra. 
diction to'the other Bvangelifts, isfome&Di- 
a of their Authority, and. enough to 

ke us ſuſpect, that they ſtretched frucht 

n- praiſe ef their Maſter, and omit wore 
t his Honour than was f trictly 


Von to wem; and 22 ne FI be . 
pPaoſed to heal many in a any mii 
tels allmanner' f Diſeaſes, or he had Woe 
1 let fackt 4 de 'of pb or r 

(paſs 'withobt"the Exerciſe of his Pow 
and Pity on them. Some good, Rea 
then muſt be given for Jeſus's Condi& 
here, and ſach a one as will adjuſt it 
20 the Reports of the other Evange- 
- Mk; or Wm 1 thiak, that 1 


En . 


| , Story, to che Sr — F him, 9 
By. conceive no better of. this Mat: 5 
Br, cen the TK geen 


The Biſbep of Lichfeld very remark- 
bly ifays, 22 5). FOR Teſus : 
5 * 950 ll] that came to bim with 


Diſtindtion, the impotent, halt, withered. 

The Bilhop certainly had this Text of St. 
ohn in his Eye, when he ſaid ſo, becauſe 
Impotent,. Halt, Withered, are only men- 
Tion'd here, where Jeſus, cared. none of 
them: Whggeupon, if his, Lordſbip had , 
| : but a marginal ference. to this 
4 ext, it Fouls have been the bei 225 and 


80 7b ß An a, very good one, and 1 
lire. my, Readers to take! otice of 
E bhat BL N hip. may. not loſe the 
f 1 ſe of it. les for ſuch Cir- 
x: ought, | .Exa&neſs, of 
Aecuteneſs of Wit, that 
Prelate, and muſt. needs fay 
LIL IF oc 2 . tranſlated, to 
1577 n er cee ke an 
, wt navis- od Flom weckt 
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a * 35 5 
RM Ee ans and 89; on. The Con- 

Or 7 Appearance, is not 
only. blam — * Ris — of healing dil-, 
putable, and his Mercy indefenſible, for, 
that he "cured but one infirm. Man out of 
a Multitude, at Betheſda, but, 5 
Eigbth, and laſtly, it may PER be. 

queſtion ned, whether he Fraue any Mi- 
racle in the healing of this one Man, 
Miracles (to ſay pan heveg of the ridicu- 
lous Diſtinction between Divine and dia: 

5 bolical ones), are Works done out of the | 
Courſe of Nature, and beyond the Imi- 
tation of human Art or Power. Now, 

hether the Cure of this infirm Man can 
be brought under this Definition of a Mi- 
racle, may be doubted, What this Man's 

»frmity, which is a general Name for all 

1ſtempers, was, we know not. How 
then can we ſay he was miraculouſly 
cured, unleſs, we knew his Diſeaſe to be. 
curable by. Art, which none can affirm? 
The worſ formed we know of 1 his Man's 
Caſe, is, that it was of 2, n Conti- 
Vet no Jeſs, than of eight and thirty | 

ears: And the Biſbop gh Lichfield ao? 
athers in their florid Harangues.on'Feſus's 
Works, make the Cure of ſuch Chroni- 
cal iſeaſes to be miraculous: But wh 
ſo? Many * 3 may be given of In- 


355 AR: of: human Natars, of a long Dy- 


ou ration, 


ration, which in Tins? 45d el peeially in 
old Age, wesf öff. If fuck [fiir on 
otrur.' to the Memery ef cut Dribinat, 1 
could put thethi in Mind of them. And 
be kriows but this was the Cafe of this 
mpotant Man, whoſe - -Infirmity Fefus 
ſerving” to be wearing off, bid Hin“ t 

; be gote, ätid take up His - Ouch," for he 
would ſb0n be made belle 917 e 02363 


ehe Palſp, which in troth 25 ; 
/orfs than better 'by. Time; and 

after Fbirty and eight Years, muſt needs | 
be ver *Atplorable,” and curable with- 

6ut 4 Mitselt“ Büt why do they call 

it the' Palſj#" They hive no Authority for 
N from ie Text, without which, as our 
filetetal Docror ! will not᷑ ſubferibe to their 
Opßlaionsoin dther Caſes; fo why mould 

F-- 1 ſhore; the Fathers had 

5114 it. tte Paſs, dat for che fake of "the 
Myſtery; abd- f arm. Hot Pound to own. 
555 t ve been the Diftemp per, any 
mote thaslit wis watit of Legs; oat 
would be inikin 


& of Mi — of AG ” 


1 


Withont Reiſow and Avthori 
© JE Z#fu57 Here nad healed: ; | 
Maltitulls" 8 _ 25 f . Tie 
uiry What Numbers there faigh be of 
Wow Wk [Rould? have Pelieved chr he 
wrought chere many great Miracles, in s 


"off much 


mock as ia, 1 ee 
muſt needs, in all Probability, 
incurable hy Art or Nature; 
cured only this one Man, it afford $ Mate 
ter of Speculatign, whethen he. 125 the 
moſt or the: l/ diſeaſed amongſt them. 
Our Diuines, for the ſake gf the Miracle, 
may poſlibly. ſuppoſe him, 9 he moſt 
geyouly allied of ang; 5 
on the other hand, wall 
but with their avils wi agen 
infirm Man was either a D ee 3 
Feſus ſhamed out of his pretended Diſcalp, 
| 2 that he was only hippiſp, and FAS 
y more than really diſtemper'd 
long Time, , whow Feſus by, faltet 
hortations and Admonitions,. Working "A 
on his Imagination, perſuaded into a 
Jef, of his Cure, and bid rr 95 
Certain it is, that Infi dels will 40 J 
not a Power of = in Jet 5 
cheal d him, or he had uſed i rden aud ax 
For the Sanation ef others alfo- F 
And thus/have I finiſh g my. 18 
againſt the Letter of this Story; which, 
if any are oifended at, they an joy; What 
sis the moſt reaſonabie 1 thie fe Word, 
che ſame Liberty to write for the Letter, 
Which 1 haye uſed againft it: And {0.1 


* 


BY to the — of the. 0 


fig 
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bens and Expo honoree geen 
mange Sto arc Han tri 27-37" 1. 
The Fathers, upon whioſc Authority. 
formd my preceding Invective againſt 
the Letter, ſo univerſally” betake the. 
ſelves to the myſtical Interpretation of 
this Story, that it may be queſtien'd, 
whether any of them, more than myſelf, 
Rn, = Thing at all of the Lettet 
of it. often; who is as much a 
Aitteral Ihe er of the Seriptures 
any of them, here intirely diſcards” the 
> ſaying admirably thus, (46) whar 

a flrange Way and Story of ark the 
Diſeaſed is bere? but what is — "Hh 2 
of it? that we are to loołk to. 
ter could not be ſo imply and — — 
tran ſacted literally, as 74 is related. There 
-muſt be ſomewhat future here, at by a'T) pe 
and Figure, fignify'd ; or the Stor „it ix 
Jo incredible in itſelf, il give Offence to 
many. St. Chiyſoftom a certainly in 
the right on't; and I wonder, for which 
0 Reaſon but want on "Liberty can be ; 


— Quis bie ita 85 quia ber nobis * 
rium ſigniſicatur? non anraws nee u hæe, ſed futur 
nobis, tanquam imagine & figura quadam deſcribuntur, 

ve res nimium incredibilis & inexpectata, accedente 
bel Virtute, Nultitu dinis Anivtios offendeter, Js Loe, 
"Johan, © a5 10 . S > 7 8 9 4 
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5 1 [that * n before now; 
with their Jeſts and Cavils, ridiculed this 
22 St. Auguſtin, to the ſaine Purpoſe 
(47) Can an ond believe, chat rhſr 
12240 22 Rechefda were wont a be 
troubled in this Faſbion, and that tber 
2045 not: 6 i and 3 Signiſgas 
tion in it Les, I could tell St. Aug u- 
lin, that our modern Divinet ſeem td 
believe it, tho he, if he was now alive, | 
would laugh at them for it. But to come 


Myſtery. ſigniſied by 


to the profound + 
this Story, which to uſe the Words 'of 
(48) St. Auguſtin, as God ſhall enable rhe 
et, now peak to. 4 

- Our'Bnglifb Verſion ſays, There itt ut 
0 Jerafalem 55 the Sheep-Market,-\ 4 Poul. 
How our Tranſlaturr came by: the Notion 

of a Market here, Lcant imagine nde 
there is nothing to favour it pi Ori- 
ginal, which © ſtands... thus, e in ee 
: By n cö he, the Fathers iünder- 
ſtand 49)” Nepal, en Wan Las 
Hi dar 031% ai Sldgitnsy 1 29501 

47) Aan wucdet ließ Virturel he 
ge hs R fine ore bro. 1quo - Fefe | 
81 640 Nha Keke v6jus uni profundupy giyſieFor 
quantum Dominus donare dignatur, loquar ut potera. 
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ver of Regener We. and wb * for, 
but the. Flack of- Chriſt; -fighified: by mw 
ein? 80 we have, another and chearet 
Interpretation of theſe two Words. And 
as too\Berbeſdaz that is a myſtical Naine 
of the Church, which according to the 
Signification of Het heſda, is the Houſe 
of: Grace. And if it is ſaid to be at _ 
falom;zit is not to be underſtood of the 
Oid Jrruſalem, but of the New and Apo- 
ealyptical Jeruſalem, at the Entrante into 
which the Flock of Chriſt will be baptia d 
by he Waters of the Spirit, as f in myſt 
i Laver. E Der a d FR Nur 2 C8: 

- Betheſda is ſaid to have five Pore bes, 
e ee. 4s the Fathers (500 agree, the 
ue Books of Moſer, which are as ſo 
| many Daors of Entrance into the Houſe 
oft iſdom, or of the Grace of Cbriſt. be 
-1:Atthefe fue: Porcbes. ofe the ve Books 
of Moſes lay 4 great Mult itude of impo- 
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